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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is responsive to the amendment filed on August 22, 2005. Claims 1- 
4, 12, and 14-24 were amended. Claims 1-24 are pending. 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an appiication for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Namekawa, U.S. Patent No. 6,237,027. 

Namekawa teaches the invention as claimed including receiving and transmitting 
electronic mail between computer devices connected to a network (see abstract). 

Regarding claim 1, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
plurality of information terminals provided with communications means, and servers 
connected to the information terminals via communication lines responsive to the 
communications means, the text messaging system comprising: 

a plurality of transmission means having different transmission modes provided 
in each of the information terminals for transmitting to the servers text messages 
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addressed to other of the information terminals (col. 3, lines 56-65; Namekawa 
discloses an electronic mail system); 

reception means provided in the information terminals to for receiving from the 
servers text messages from other of the information terminals (col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status detection means provided in the information terminals for detecting and 
reporting to the servers an operational status of the each transmission means including 
at least a status of the connection with the communication lines (col. 6, lines 34-48, 
Namekawa discloses arrival detection); 

reception means provided in the servers for receiving text messages from any 
one of the information terminals (col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status administration means provided in the servers for storing, per user of any 
one of the information terminals, the operational status of the each transmission means 
of each information terminal reported from said status detection means (col. 6, lines 34- 
48, Namekawa discloses recording the status of the detection); 

determining means provided in the servers for referring to the operational status 
stored by the status administration means of an information terminal that is a destination 
of the text message received from the information terminal, and for determining a 
message destination or a transmission means and transmission mode for the received 
text messages according to the stored operational status (col. 6, lines 34-65, col. 9, 
lines 21-31, Namekawa discloses a determination on how to transmit data and the use 
of a normal mode and a message mode based on the status); and 
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transmission means provided in the servers for transmitting text messages 
received from the information terminals to the destination information terminal 
according to the determined transmission mode using the determined transmission 
means (col. 3, lines 56-65, col. 6, lines 34-65, col. 9, lines 21-31). 

Regarding claim 2, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively provided with communication 
means, and a server connected to the mobile terminal and to the information terminal 
via a communications line responsive to the communications means, the text 
messaging system comprising: 

a plurality of transmission means having different transmission modes in the 
information terminal for transmitting to the server text messages addressed to the 
mobile terminal, or to another information terminal (col. 3, lines 56-65, col. 4, lines 61- 
65; Namekawa discloses a portable electronic mail apparatus); 

reception means provided in the information terminal for receiving from the 
server text messages from the mobile terminal, or to another information terminal (col. 
4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status detection means provided in the information terminal for detecting and 
reporting to the server an operational status of the each transmission means including 
at least a status of the connection with the communications line (col. 4, lines 61-65, 
lines 55-57; col. 6, lines 34-48); 
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reception means provided in the server for receiving text messages from the 
mobile terminal or the information terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status administration means provided in the server for storing, per user of the 
information terminal, an operational status of each transmission means of the 
information terminal reported from said status detection means (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining means provided in the server for referring to the operational status 
stored by the status administration means of an information terminal that is a destination 
of the text message received from the information terminal, and for determining a 
message destination or a transmission mode and a transmission means for the received 
text messages according to the stored operational status (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, 
lines 21-31); and 

transmission means provided in the server for transmitting to the information 
terminal text messages received from the mobile terminal, and transmitting to the 
mobile terminal text messages received from the information terminal, or transmitting 
text messages received from the mobile terminal or the information terminal to another 
mobile terminal or to another information terminal according to the determined 
transmission mode using the determined transmission means (coL 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, 
lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 3, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, wherein: 
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said status detection means further detects and reports to the server whether the 
information terminal is being used; and 

said determining means, upon the information terminal is being used determines 
the information terminal to be a transmission destination for text messages (col. 6, lines 
34-48). 

Regarding claim 4, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, the at least one information terminal further being provided with service 
detection means for detecting and for reporting to the server network-application 
operational status in the information terminal; wherein: 

said status administration means stores the reported network-application 
operational status (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

said determining means, wherein the network application is operable on the 
server, determines to transmit received text messages using the network application if 
the network application is running on the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, 
lines 21-31). 

Regarding claim 5, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, wherein said transmission means is enabled to notify the server that a text 
message has been read, further comprising: 

reporting administration means provided in the at least 6 one server for saving 
text messages transmitted to the information terminal, and, wherein if not notified to the 
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effect that a text message has been read, for forwarding the text message to the mobile 
terminal (col. 3, lines 56-65, col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21, Namekawa discloses 
the use of a flag and sending the mail to a portable device if it is not read). 

Regarding claim 6, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 5, wherein said reporting administration means forwards to the mobile terminal 
text messages transmitted to the information terminal in response to change in 
operational status of the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21). 

Regarding claim 7, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 5, wherein if a text message transmitted to the information terminal is not read 
within a predetermined time period, said reporting administration means forwards the 
text message to the mobile terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21). 

Regarding claim 8, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 5, wherein said reporting administration means in predetermined instances 
reports to text message send sources that their text messages have been sent: to the 
mobile terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21). 

Regarding claim 9, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 5, wherein if said reporting administration means cannot send a text message to 
the mobile terminal, said reporting administration means stores the text message and 
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reports to the text message send source that its text message has been stored (col. 6, 
lines 34-48, col. 10, lines 3-21, Namekawa discloses data being left as it is until it can 
be sent again). 

Regarding claim 10, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, wherein: 

said status detection means reports to the server text message senders' contact 
phone numbers (col. 5, lines 36-44, Namekawa discloses identification information 
including subscribers numbers being stored on a portable computer); 

said status administration means holds the reported phone numbers (col. 5, lines 
36-44); and 

wherein a text message is sent from the information terminal to the at least one 
mobile terminal, if the senders' contact phone number has been set, said decision 
means adds the phone number to and transmits the text message (col. 5, lines 36-44). 

Regarding claim 11, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 2, further comprising a proxy information terminal connected to the 
communications line, wherein said proxy information terminal is provided with: 

reception means for receiving from the server text messages from the mobile 
terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 
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information acquisition means for obtaining in accordance with the received text 
messages operational status of other information terminal wherein the system includes 
a plurality thereof (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 6, lines 34-48); 

transmission means for transmitting the obtained operational status as a text 
message to the mobile terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); and 

information setting means for setting and reporting to the server an operational 
status of the other information terminal in accordance with the received text messages 
(col. 6, lines 34-48), 

Regarding claim 12, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively provided with communication 
means, a first server connected to the information terminal via communications line 
responsive to the communications means, and a second server connected to the mobile 
terminal and to the information terminal via the communications line, the text messaging 
system comprising: 

a plurality transmission means having different transmission modes provided in 
the information terminal for transmitting to the second server text messages addressed 
to the mobile terminal, or to another information terminal wherein the system includes a 
plurality thereof (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

reception means provided in the information terminal for receiving from the 
second server text messages from the mobile terminal, or from other information 
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terminal wherein the system includes a plurality thereof (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 
56-65); 

status detection means provided in the information terminal for detecting and 
reporting to the first server an operational status of the each transmission means 
including at least status of connection with the communications line (col. 4, lines 61-65, 
coL 6, lines 34-48); 

status administration means provided in the first server for gathering and storing 
per user of the information terminals, an operational status of the each transmission 
means from each information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48); 

reception means provided in the second server for receiving text messages from 
the mobile terminal or the information terminal (coL 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

determining means provided in the second server for obtaining from the first 
server operational status of the information terminal that is a destination of the text 
message received from the information terminal, and for determining a transmission 
mode for received text messages according to the obtained operational status (col. 6, 
lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 21-31); and 

transmission means provided in the second server for transmitting text messages 
received from the mobile terminal or the information terminal to another mobile terminal 
or a destination information terminal according to the determined transmission mode 
using the determined transmission means (coL 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65), 
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Regarding claim 13, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 12, wherein the information terminal is enabled to notify the second server that a 
text message has been read, and further comprising: 

reporting administration means provided in the second server for saving text 
messages transmitted to the information terminal, and, wherein not notified to the effect 
that a text message has been read, for forwarding the text message to the information 
terminal (col. 3, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 14, Namekawa teaches in an information terminal provided with 
communication means for transmitting and receiving text messages among mobile 
terminals or other information terminals via communication lines and servers responsive 
to said communication means, a text messaging device comprising: 

a plurality of transmission means having different transmission modes for 
transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to the mobile terminals or to the 
other information terminals (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

reception means for receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile 
terminals or from the other information terminals (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 
and 

status detection means for detecting and reporting to the servers an operational 
status of the each transmission means information terminals including at least status of 
a connection with the communications lines (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 
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Regarding claim 15, Namekawa teaches a text-messaging server connected to 
at least one mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively provided with 
communication means, via communications line responsive to the communications 
means, the server comprising: 

reception means for receiving text messages from the mobile terminal or the 
information terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

transmission means for transmitting text messages received from the mobile 
terminal or the at least one information terminal to another mobile terminal or to another 
information terminal using a determined transmission means and a determined 
transmission mode, wherein the server is connected to a plurality of either (col. 4, lines 
61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

status administration means for receiving and storing per user of the information 
terminal, an operational status of the each transmission means of the information 
terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining means for referring to the operational status stored by the status 
administration means of an information terminal that is a destination of the text message 
received from the information terminal, and for determining a message destination or a 
transmission means and transmission mode for the text messages according to the 
stored operational status (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 21-31). 

Regarding claim 16, Namekawa teaches a computer-readable recording medium 
on which is recorded a text messaging program utilized in an information terminal 
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provided with communication means for transmitting and receiving text messages 
among mobile terminals or other information terminals via communication lines and 
servers responsive to said communication means, the computer-readable recording 
medium on which is recorded the text messaging program for executing: 

transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to the mobile terminals or to 
the other information terminals with one of a plurality of transmission means with 
different transmission modes (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile terminals or from the 
other information terminals (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); and 

detecting and reporting to the servers an operational status of each information 
terminal including at least status of a connection with the communications lines (col. 4, 
lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 

Regarding claim 17, Namekawa teaches a computer-readable recording medium 
on which is stored a text messaging administration program utilized in a server 
connected to mobile terminal and information terminal respectively provided with 
communication means, via communications line responsive to the communications 
means, the computer-readable recording medium on which is recorded the text 
messaging administration program for executing: 

receiving text messages from the mobile terminal or the information terminal (col. 
4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 
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obtaining and storing, per user of the information terminal, an operational status 
of each transmission means of each the information terminal (coL 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, 
lines 34-48); and 

determining each text message transmission mode according to the operational 
status of the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 21-31); and 

transmitting text messages from the information terminals to a destination 
information terminal according to the determined text transmission mode (col. 4, lines 
61-65, coL 3, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 18, Namekawa teaches a text messaging method utilized in a 
server connected to a mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively provided 
with communication means, via communications line responsive to the communications 
means, the text messaging method: 

detecting and reporting to the server an operational status of each transmission 
means of the information terminal including at least status of connection with the 
communications line (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); 

storing per user of the information terminal in the server the operational status 
(col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining a transmission mode for the received text messages according to 
the stored operational status of the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34-48, col. 9, lines 
21-31); and 
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transmitting and receiving text messages by way of the server between the 
mobile terminal and the destination information terminal, or between the mobile terminal 
and another mobile terminal wherein the system includes a plurality thereof, or between 
the information terminal and destination information terminal, wherein the system 
includes a plurality thereof, according to the determined transmission mode (col. 4, lines 
61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 19, Namekawa teaches a text message transmission and 
reception method utilized in an information terminal provided with communication 
means for transmitting and receiving text messages among mobile terminals or other 
information terminals via communication lines and servers responsive to said 
communication means, the text message transmission and reception method: 

transmitting to the servers text messages addressed to the mobile terminals or to 
the other information terminals with one of a plurality of transmission means with 
different transmission modes (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); 

receiving from the servers text messages from the mobile terminals or from the 
other information terminals (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); and 

detecting and reporting to the servers an operational status of the each 
transmission means including at least status of a connection with the communications 
lines (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 
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Regarding claim 20, Namekawa teaches a text-messaging administration method 
for a server connected to a mobile terminal and an information terminal respectively 
provided with communication means, via a communications line responsive to the 
communications means, the text-messaging administration method comprising: 

receiving from the mobile terminal or the information terminal text messages 
addressed to another mobile terminal or another information terminal, or addressed to 
another mobile terminal or to another information terminal wherein the system includes 
a plurality of either (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

gathering and storing per a user of the information terminal, an operational status 
of each transmission means of each information terminal including at least status of 
connection with the communications line (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

determining a transmission means and a transmission mode for the received text 
messages according to the operational status of the information terminal that is a 
destination of the text message received from the information terminal (col. 6, lines 34- 
48, col. 9, lines 21-31); and 

transmitting the received text messages to another mobile terminal or a 
destination information terminal according to the determined transmission mode using 
the determined transmission means (col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65). 

Regarding claim 21, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
plurality of information terminals and servers connected to the information terminals via 
communications lines, comprising: 
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status detection means provided in the information terminals for detecting and 
reporting to the servers an operational status of the each transmission means including 
at least a status of a connection with the communication lines (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, 
lines 34-48); 

status administration means provided in the servers for storing, per user of any 
one of the information terminals, an operational status of the each transmission means 
of each information terminal reported from the status detection means (col. 6, lines 34- 
48); and 

determining means provided in the servers for referring to the operational status 
stored by the status administrations means of an information terminal that is a 
destination of the text message received from the information terminal, and for 
determining a message destination or a transmission mode and a transmission means 
for the received text messages according to the stored operational status (col. 6, lines 
34-48, col. 9, lines 21-31). 

Regarding claim 22, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system according to 
claim 21, further comprising a proxy information terminal, connectable to the 
communications line, wherein said proxy information terminal is provided with: 

information acquisition means for obtaining in accordance with the received text 
messages an operational status of another information terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 
6, lines 34-48); 
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transmission means for transmitting the obtained operational status as a text 
message to the mobile terminal according to the determined transmission mode using 
the determined transmission means (col. 4, lines 61-65, coL 3, lines 56-65); and 

information setting means for setting and reporting to the server an operational 
status of the other information terminal in accordance with the received text messages 
(col. 6, lines 34-48). 

Regarding claim 23, Namekawa teaches a text messaging system including a 
plurality of information terminals and servers connected to the information terminals via 
communication lines, comprising: 

a detector detecting and reporting to the servers an operational status of the 
each transmission means including at least a status of the connection with the 
communication lines (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48); 

a receiver receiving text messages from any one of the information terminals 
(col. 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56-65); 

a controller storing, per user of any one of the information terminals, the 
operational status of the each transmission means of each information terminal reported 
from said status detection means (col. 6, lines 34-48); and 

a processor referring to the operational status stored by the controller and 
determining a message destination or a transmission means and transmission mode of 
the received text messages according to the stored operational status (col. 4, lines 61- 
65, col. 3, lines 56-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 
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Regarding claim 24, Namekawa teaches the text messaging system according to 
claim 23, further comprising a proxy information terminal comprising: 

a receiver receiving from the server text messages from the mobile terminal and 
obtaining in accordance with the received text messages operational status of each 
transmission means of another information terminal (coL 4, lines 61-65; col. 3, lines 56- 
65, col. 6, lines 34-48); 

a transmitter transmitting the obtained operational status as a text message to 
the mobile terminal (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 3, lines 56-65); and 

a processor setting and reporting to the server the operational status in 
accordance with received text messages (col. 4, lines 61-65, col. 6, lines 34-48). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed August 22, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Regarding the argument to the independent claims, the applicant 
argues that the reference, Namekawa, does not disclose deciding transmission modes 
for the received text messages according to the information terminal operational status. 
The examiner disagrees, as seen in, col. 6, lines 34-65, col. 9, lines 21-31, there is a 
determination on how to transmit data and the use of a normal mode and a message 
mode based on the status. 
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4. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain 
features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies 
(i.e., configuration to change a destination of the incoming mail notification or a 
communication means based on the recorded information) are not recited in the 
rejected claim(s). Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 
F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 



Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 



applicant's 


disclosure. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


6,334,140 to Kawamata. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


6,178,331 to Holmes et al. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


6,108,688 to Nielsen. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


5,872,926 to Levac et al. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


6,701 ,378 to Gihuly et al. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


5,706,21 1 to Beletic et al. 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


6,519,471 to Yamaguchi 


U.S. 


Pat. 


No. 


5,844,969 to Goldman et al 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Avi Gold whose telephone number is 571-272-4002. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:30 (1st Friday Off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on 571-272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Avi Gold 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2157 



AMG 



